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Congratulations to the 2011
ACRM Awardees

Excellence in the science
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through interdisciplinary
collaboration
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In recognition of their outstanding work in the field of rehabilitation medicine, the
ACRM Awards Committee is pleased to announce the following 2011 awardees.
These awards will be presented Friday evening, 14 October, at the Henry B. Betts
Awards Gala during the ACRM-ASNR Annual Conference in Atlanta.
The Gala will be held at the spectacular Georgia Aquarium and catered by Wolfgang
Puck. Tickets are still available, but going fast. Be sure to add this fun event to your
conference registration and invite a guest. Tickets include private admission to the
aquarium. You may add this event to your completed registration by returning to the
online form at www.acrm.org/annual-conference.

And the winners are…
Rehabilitation Outlook
Adam B. Warshowsky, PhD
Editor
Michael Jones, PhD, Chair
Communications Committee

Highlights

ACRM Gold Key
Wayne Gordon, PhD, ABPP/Cn, FACRM
This award was established in 1932 as a certificate
of merit for members of the medical and allied
professions who have rendered extraordinary service
to the cause of rehabilitation. It is the highest honor
given by ACRM and recognizes Dr. Gordon for his
extraordinary service to the field.
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Meet Margo Holen..............5
Tips for Writing Winning
Grant Proposals...................8
Report on the Sunnaas
International Rehabilitation
Network Seminar............... 10
International Committee
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10th Annual
Intensive Workshop
on Grant Writing................ 12

John Stanley Coulter Lecturer
Keith Cicerone, PhD, ABPP, FACRM
This distinguished lectureship honors John
Stanley Coulter, MD in celebration of his many
contributions to rehabilitation. Dr. Cicerone is
recognized for professional achievements, which
significantly advance the field of rehabilitation. He
will present the prestigious Coulter Lecture during
the ACRM-ASNR Annual Conference.
continued on page 7

2011 ACRM-ASNR Annual Conference

Progress in
Rehabilitation Research
O ctober 11 – 1 5 , 2 0 1 1 / Hyatt R egenc y / Atlanta , G E O R G I A

Pre-Conference Courses
Wednesday, October 12

Stay on the Cutting Edge with
Pre-Conference Courses!
Come early for a full-day pre-conference
course and learn how cutting-edge research is
impacting standards of care in Traumatic Brain
Injury, Stroke and Spinal Cord Injury.
Choose between 6 in-depth professional
development courses to dig deeper into special
interest areas or explore the latest innovations in
a related discipline.

Plenary Sessions
Thursday, October 13
8:30 am – 10:00 am
The Future of Clinical Trials in Stroke
Neurorehabilitation: Rationale, Challenges,
and Opportunities for Innovative Approaches
Speaker: Carolee Winstein, PhD, PT,

FAPTA
Professor and Director of Research
Division Biokinesiology and Physical
Therapy, Herman Ostrow School of Dentistry
Department of Neurology, Keck School of
Medicine, University of Southern California

1) Pediatric Traumatic Brain Injury
2) NIH R24 Infrastructure Networks : Providing
Resources for Rehabilitation Research
3) Non-Invasive Brain Stimulation: Current
Applications in the Neurorehabilitation of
Patients After Stroke
4) Quality Measures for Rehabilitation: Policy,
Provider and Patient Perspectives
5) Spinal Cord Injury: New Directions in
Assessment, Repair & Rehabilitation
6) Assessing the Quality & Applicability of
Systematic Reviews using a Systematic
Approach

Friday, October 14
8:30 am – 10:00 am
PART 1:

Progesterone and Brain Injury:
What’s Next?
Speaker: Donald G. Stein, PhD

Asa G. Candler Professor, Distinguished
Professor of Emergency Medicine, Department
of Emergency Medicine, Emory University
School of Medicine, Atlanta, GA
PART 2:

In Search of a Clinical Treatment
for Acute Traumatic Brain Injury:
The Hope of Progesterone

Just getting started?

Speaker: David W. Wright, MD

Choose the Early Career Development Course
to connect with experienced colleagues and
mentors and begin building a productive career
as an independent researcher.

Assistant Professor of Emergency Medicine,
Director of Emergency Neurosciences Emory
University School of Medicine; and Project
Leader for the Phase II clinical trial and
Principal Investigator for Phase III clinical trial
ProTECT™ (Progesterone for TBI, Experimental
Clinical Treatment).

For full course descriptions visit
www.ACRM.org/preconference
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Welcome to Atlanta
Helpful Services

Dear ACRM Participant,
Your host committee in Atlanta is hard at work to make the 2011 ACRM-ASNR
Annual Meeting the best one ever. October is a great time to visit Atlanta as the
weather should be beautiful. The Hyatt Regency Hotel was recently remodeled
and is right in the center of downtown Atlanta. The hotel is also close to many
of the well-known Atlanta attractions, including the Georgia Aquarium which
is the site of this year’s gala. The Georgia Aquarium is one of the largest in the
world and we will have it all to ourselves on Friday evening. The small cost of a
seat at the gala includes admission, dinner by Wolfgang Puck and two drinks
— a huge bargain. I strongly encourage you to join us, get a glass of wine, and
enjoy the Aquarium without the crowds and children typically found there!
The best way for everyone to get to the hotel is to use the MARTA train. You
can catch the train right in the airport and take either the red or the gold line
directly to downtown, where you will disembark at the Peachtree Center stop;
the Hyatt Regency is about a block-and-a-half away. The website for MARTA
is http://www.itsmarta.com. You can find both fare and pass information on
this site, as well as maps, schedules and other important information. If you do
not wish to take the train, there are many taxicabs available that will take you
directly to the hotel.
For our friends with disabilities, MARTA is very accessible. If you can push or
motor your way a block and half with luggage, it is a great way to go. For those
who are not able to do this, Checker Cab provides lift-equipped vehicles and can
be reached at +1.404.351.1111. I encourage you to make reservations early so that
the taxicab will be there when you arrive. If you have any other special requests
or needs, please contact the conference organizers at meetings@acrm.org and
we will do our best to assist you.
I’m looking forward to a great turnout in Atlanta and welcome you to my home
town. Atlanta is full of great restaurants and things to do and we will try to
distribute a list including all price ranges so that you can have some guidance on
the best places to eat. Again, thanks for joining us in Atlanta. We’ll see ya’ll then.
Sincerely,

% OFF
7
1

HDS Vans & Mobility
877-437-8267
http://www.hdsvans.com/van-rentals.htm
Wheelchair Getaways
800-554-7893
http://www.wheelchairgetaways.com
Scooter/Wheelchair Rental
Atlanta Scooter Rentals
770-309-3699
http://www.atlantascooterrentals.net
Scootaround
888-441-7575
http://www.scootaround.com
Wolf Medical (Wheelchairs Only)
770-924-1277
http://www.wolfmedicalrehab.com
Scooter/Wheelchair Repair Companies
Atlanta Scooter Rentals
770-309-3699
http://www.atlantascooterrentals.net
National Seating and Mobility
770-452-1450
http://www.nsm-seating.com/
Scootaround
888-441-7575
http://www.scootaround.com
Wolf Medical
770-924-1277
http://www.wolfmedicalrehab.com
Personal Assistance Services
Accord Services
866-922-2673
http://www.accordservices.com/

Gary R. Ulicny, PhD
President, ACRM
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Accessible Van Rental
R&R Mobility
877-222-5075
http://r-and-r.mobilitysales.com

Paraquad
800-419-9151
http://www.paraquad.net

REGISTER now at
www.ACRM.org/annual-conference

Oct

*After October 11, 2011 all registrations are at the on-site rate.

Personal Care, Inc.
404-373-2727
http://www.personalcare.net
ResCare
877-876-4848
http://www.rescarehomecare.com
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Community Updates
Consumer Relations Committee Wants to Hear from You

The Consumer Relations Committee (CRC) has two main
goals: (1) To serve as a resource to ACRM researchers
by providing guidance on how to involve consumers
in rehabilitation research, and conduct research and
disseminate findings in a way that will maximize knowledge
translation; and (2) To serve as a liaison between ACRM
and consumer organizations. The purpose of this article is to
introduce ACRM members to the activities planned by the
CRC and to solicit feedback on how we may better meet the
needs of members.
The following initiatives are planned
by the CRC:

• Develop a process for consumer review of products
created for consumers by ACRM committees and
Special Interest Groups (SIGS): The CRC is collaborating
with the ACRM Communications Committee to
develop a process, so that new products submitted to the
Communications Committee for review are vetted through
the CRC when consumers are a target audience. One
example of these products is the newly created “consumer
pages” developed for Archives of Physical Medicine and
Rehabilitation. A Guide for Consumer Review of ACRM
Products will be available for dissemination at the annual
conference in October.
• Create a compilation of resources that focus on how
to involve consumers in rehabilitation research and
effectively translate knowledge to consumers: This is
planned as a searchable database, including such topics as
knowledge translation theory, health literacy, incorporation
of assistive technology, use of social media, and important
cultural issues. The database will also include a compilation
of consumer organizations that ACRM members may want
to collaborate with to disseminate products and research
results. This database will be available to ACRM members
and could potentially be marketed to all rehabilitation
researchers.
• Develop a rehabilitation research fact sheet for
consumers: This initiative, suggested by the Stroke
Networking Group, involves preparing information for
consumers on how rehabilitation research is helpful to them,
how to find opportunities to participate in research, and
what consumers should consider when deciding whether
to participate in studies. The CRC is also considering
the possibility of hosting a website where researchers can
recruit study participants or solicit consumer involvement.
The website could also help consumers locate opportunities
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for research participation.
• Forging links between ACRM and consumer
organizations, for the purpose of increasing
opportunities for dissemination of ACRM products to
consumers and translating knowledge gained through
research: This is an ongoing effort of the CRC, with input
from ACRM marketing staff.
What can you do to assist CRC?

• Provide feedback on CRC goals and initiatives, identify
any overlooked needs, and provide ideas for new initiatives
that can benefit ACRM members and consumers.
• Provide ideas for topics you would like included in the
database.
• Identify opportunities to reach out to consumer
organizations that are well-positioned to disseminate
products created by your committee or SIG.
• Attend the CRC symposium, “Implementing Engaged
Scholarship in Rehabilitation Research,” on Saturday at
the 2011 ACRM-ASNR Annual Conference in Atlanta.
The CRC is looking forward to robust discussion that may
help guide future initiatives.
Join CRC! There is much work to be done and new
members with new ideas are welcome! To join, contact
Angelle Sander, asander@bcm.edu. n

CRC Membership

Angelle Sander, Chair
Doug Katz, Board Liaison
Lisa Hannold
Anthony Lequerica
John Morris
Risa Nakase-Richardson
Adele Proctor
Marcia Scherer
Kelli Williams-Gary

Archives Steering Committee UPDATE

The Archives Steering Committee is responsible for overseeing
the business management of the ACRM scientific journal,
Archives of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation, including the
strategic initiatives, revenue growth potential, the partnership
with our publisher, Elsevier, and the senior editor selection
processes. The committee meets by phone on the second
Tuesday of each month and includes the following members:
Jeffrey Basford, MD
Leighton Chan, MD
Marcel Dijkers, PhD
Allen Heinemann, PhD
Gary Ulicny, PhD, ACRM President
Jon Lindberg, ACRM CEO
Kristie Overstreet, Archives Managing Editor
Fiona Williams, ACRM Publications Director
Jason Roberts, PhD, Origin Consultant
The Committee unites the expertise of the editorial team
(Basford, Chan and Heinemann representing the Editorial
Board) with the vision of the association leadership
(represented by Dijkers and Ulicny), and using the expertise
of staff and consultants manages the Archives.

The Archives publishes the most articles of all journals in the
Journal Citation Reports Rehabilitation category, has the
most citations, and boasts an Impact Factor that has increased
seven of the last eight years. One of the Committee’s goals
is to augment the existing academic success of the journal
with features that enhance the reader experience. Central
to this process is the ability to strategically grow revenue to
support the new features. In the past 6 months, the Archives
has launched a number of initiatives, including a new website,
article collections, an iPad pilot program, and podcasts
featuring article authors. More articles are now available
online prior to printing, and social media initiatives will be
announced shortly.
Revenue growth through increased subscriptions, advertising,
and reprint sales is aggressively being pursued. The Committee
brainstorms new ideas, oversees the strategic processes, and
manages the relationship with Elsevier that drive these
initiatives forward. In addition, the Committee ensures that
the editorial office of the journal functions smoothly, and
develops plans for the selection of a new editor-in-chief and
for the renewal of our publishing contract, both of which will
take place in the near future.
The Archives is a valuable, respected resource of the ACRM,
and the Archives Steering Committee provides the necessary
management to ensure its future success and value to the
organization. n
Community Updates

Meet

continued on page 6

Margo Holen, ACRM Chief Meetings Officer
What brought you from Warsaw,
Poland to the United States?

I was teaching at Warsaw University
and making plans to finish my
PhD and work with special-needs
children. Well, love happens, and
I ended up in the USA, became a
software programmer and spent a
few years climbing “the corporate
ladder” in Silicon Valley (learning
how to tabulate my research data
paid off!) Now we live in Colorado, my daughter just got
married and yet again I changed professions. Working for
ACRM is my encore career and I love it!

What is your primary responsibility?
I am in charge of all aspects of the ACRM’s events/
conferences, which are known within ACRM simply as
Meetings.
What do you most enjoy about your work with ACRM?
I feel by working for this organization I am in my way
contributing to bettering the lives of those with brain and
spinal cord injuries, and victims of stroke. I also have a
personal interest since my father died of stroke.
I am looking forward to making new friends and learning
new skills — I hope we can connect on LinkedIn
http://www.linkedin.com/in/margobholen.
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Community Updates
Spinal Cord Injury SIG Welcomes Guest
Consumer, Jennifer French

Watch for more SCI programming throughout the
conference:

The SCI SIG Business Meeting and Luncheon will be held
on Friday, October 14 at the 2011 ACRM-ASNR Annual
Meeting. Speakers Candy Tefertiller, DPT, ATP, NCS and
Jennifer French, Executive Director, Neurotech Network,
will discuss “Functional Electrical Stimulation in SCI:
Clinician and Consumer Perspectives.”

• 12 October Pre-conference:  “Spinal Cord Injury: New
Directions”

Meet guest consumer, Jennifer French

Jennifer French sustained a C6-7 incomplete SCI as the result
of a snowboarding accident in 1998. Prior to her injury, she
was active in sports such as canoeing, snowboarding/skiing,
sailing, fly fishing, scuba diving/snorkeling and biking.
Now residing in Florida, Jen is a member of the US Disabled
Sailing Team, 6-time winner of the Milan-Gruson award
for top disabled female skipper, serves on the Committee to
Advocate for Persons with Impairments for the City of St.
Petersburg, is a Florida State-trained Peer Mentor for SCI,
and serves on the National Consumer Advisory Board for the
SCI Model System Centers.
She is co-founder, and Executive Director, of a non-profit
organization, Neurotech Network. The organization’s focus
is education of and advocacy for access of neurotechnology
for persons with impairments, their care-givers and health
care professionals.
She serves on the Advisory Boards for the FES for Cerebral
Palsy project at Stanford University, the Brown University
Institute for Brain Science, and the Advanced Platform
Technology Center in Cleveland. Neurotech Network has
developed educational resources that are published through
several media outlets, which are presented to disability groups
and related organizations, such as the National Academy
of Sciences, the American Physical Therapy Association,
Contemporary Forums, the American Occupational Therapy
Association and NINDS Neural Interfaces. Jen is also an
active user of FES systems.
In November 1999, she became the first woman to receive
the Implantable Stand & Transfer System provided by the
Cleveland FES Center, MetroHealth Medical Center and
Veterans Affairs. Most recently, Jen’s story was featured in
the documentary film, To Have Courage, and in the book,
Shattered Nerves.
Be sure to add this ticketed event to your conference
registration and enjoy this exciting and informative
programming.
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• 14 October: “Disparities in Health Outcomes after TBI
and SCI”
• 15 October: “Spinal Cord Injury and Caregiving: Who
Needs Help?”
• 15 October: “Activity-based Therapies in Spinal Cord
Injury”
• 15 October: “Updating the Neurological Classification for
Prognosis in Traumatic SCI”.
If you are interested in being a part of the SCI SIG, please
contact Debbie Backus at Deborah_backus@shepherd.org.
Outcomes Measurement Networking Group
Supports Development of On-Line Instrument
Database

The Rehabilitation Measures Database (www.rehabmeasures.
org) is a NIDRR-funded initiative designed to provide
frontline rehabilitation clinicians and scientists with
outcomes and assessment instruments that will enhance
their professional activities. The aim of the site is to provide
information regarding each instrument’s clinical utility, and
to facilitate practical use of the instruments.
The website has been viewed by users in more than 50
countries, and contains summaries of more than 70
instruments. Each summary includes a description of the
measure, information regarding its utility, and a list of relevant
citations. Whenever possible, copies of the instrument are
made available for download at no cost to the user.
Project staff members are seeking to expand the reach of the
website, while providing a platform for students, clinicians
and academics to share and learn from the wealth of
knowledge offered by our dynamic community. In an effort
to increase community participation, a number of platforms
have been evaluated for upgraded versions of the site. The
first platform involves an innovative “wiki-peer” approach
that would allow users to contribute content to the website
while subjecting the content to rigorous peer review. The
wiki-peer approach leverages the diverse range of knowledge
within the rehabilitation community while making the fruit
of that knowledge available to clinicians and researchers
around the globe.

The Outcomes Measurement Networking Group aims to
cultivate a community of experts that will play a critical role
in the continuing development of the database. Collectively,
these experts will:
• Provide  guidance for the development of the database
• Supply content and give editorial oversight for the
database
• Help to ensure that this resource remains free and open to
clinicians and researchers around the world

The Outcomes Measurement Networking Group will meet
during ACRM’s annual meeting in Atlanta on Wednesday,
12 October, from 6:00 to 7:00 pm. Project staff members
will first provide an overview and demonstrate use of the
database, followed by a discussion among Networking
Group participants regarding ways to expand the database
and assure its sustainability. Participants are encouraged
to visit www.rehabmeasures.org prior to the meeting
and come prepared to provide feedback, suggestions and
ideas for enhancing both the database and the project’s
larger mission. n
Community Updates

continued on page 10

Congratulations to…
continued from page 1

ACRM Distinguished Members
Martin Grabois, MD, FACRM
Stephen Page, PhD

Martin Grabois, MD, FACRM

Stephen Page, PhD

Established in 1988, this award honors those who have
significantly contributed to the development and functioning of
ACRM, demonstrating leadership skills, organizational abilities,
and public service. Dr. Grabois and Dr. Page are each recognized
for their extraordinary service to this organization as a committee
chair or member, taskforce member, and/or interdisciplinary
special interest group or networking group member.

Edward Lowman Award
Gale Whiteneck, PhD, FACRM
This award was established in 1989 in honor of Edward Lowman, MD who
recognized the importance of multidisciplinary teams in rehabilitation. Dr.
Whiteneck is recognized for his energetic promotion of the spirit of interdisciplinary
rehabilitation.

Deborah L. Wilkerson Early Career Award in Rehabilitation Research
Deborah Backus, PhD
ACRM established this award to honor Deborah L. Wilkerson, a beloved member,
former President (2003), and ACRM Fellow (2005). Deborah had many interests but
was particularly devoted to improving the quality of rehabilitation and independent
living services for people who needed them. She had a commitment to personcentered services and was an advocate for individuals with disabilities. Dr. Backus
has been selected as the 2011 awardee and will present a paper during the ACRMASNR Annual Conference. Dr. Backus is within 10 years of completion of training
and is recognized for making significant contributions to rehabilitation research in
her early career. n
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I Wish I Knew Then What I Know Now…
Tips for Writing Winning Grant Proposals (Part 2 of 2)
CONTRIBUTORS: Marcel P.J.M. Dijkers, PhD, FACRM, Research Professor of
Rehabilitation Medicine, Mount Sinai School of Medicine; Steven L. Wolf, PhD, Professor,
Rehabilitation Medicine, Emory University School of Medicine;
Gale Whiteneck, PhD, FACRM, Director of Research, Craig Hospital;
Michael L. Jones, PhD, Vice President, Research and Technology, Shepherd Center

One of the greatest challenges early-career researchers face is
obtaining their own research funding. It’s no picnic, even
for experienced researchers. NIH reports that on average,
researchers obtain their first “R01” (investigator-initiated)
research grant at age 43.
In this final part of a two-part series, learn favorite tips and
words of wisdom from some of the field’s most distinguished
research scientists and successful grant writers. Here, Marcel
Dijkers, Gale Whiteneck, Steve Wolf and Michael Jones share
their experience to help you write a winning grant proposal.
Tip #9: Remember, it’s the idea that counts …
but good grant-writing also helps

Gale: You will learn grantsmanship if you have good
ideas for research.
Mike: On the other hand, a poorly written proposal can
sink the best idea. Learning how to write effectively and
to your audience is critical. Scientific writing does not have
to be boring, confusing, or painful to read. Read Scientific
American for tips on how to present technical subject matter
in an engaging style. Although you will be submitting your
proposal to a panel of reviewers with scientific expertise,
they will not all be experts in your particular area. Don’t
assume that the reviewers will understand all the minutiae of
your specialty area. Your proposal should be written for the
educated reader, but not the expert in your field.
Marcel: And even if writing well is a challenge, you
should manage to spell well. Bill Gates invented Spell-Check
just for you (and himself).
Tip #10: You are writing a grant proposal
not a research paper

mike: Grant writing is a sales job. You must convince
a group of skeptics (the reviewers) that (a) your idea has
merit, (b) you have a credible plan for pursuing it, and (c)
you can complete the work you propose. It also helps to be
“cautiously” enthusiastic. If you are not enthusiastic about
your idea, then the reviewers won’t be either.

Be mindful of the burden on the reviewers — your proposal
is one of many they will review. Make it as easy as possible
to locate key information. Use straightforward sentence
structure. Avoid run-on sentences. Use parsimonious
language (e.g., “use” versus “utilize”). Your goal is to get your
proposal successfully through the review process — not to
impress the reviewers with your intellect.
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PART 1 of this series
appeared in the July
issue of Rehabilitation
Outlook. Available at
www.acrm.org/publications.

Format and brevity are important. Use bold type and
underlining to identify key information that addresses the
review criteria. Adhere to page limitations if indicated. I was
once on a review panel that refused to score the proposal
submitted by the incumbent grantee of a large, multi-year
grant because the 150 page limit was exceeded by over 100
pages. The grantee did not get refunded.
Tip #11: Learn to multi-task

Marcel: Learn to be a three-track-minded person. If
you write the entire proposal from beginning to end, not
starting the next component until you have completed the
previous one, you will have a perfect application — that is
ready three weeks late. Once you have determined what
your proposal is going to be, you absolutely have to start
working on a number of tracks simultaneously — the main
narrative (the “science”); the protection of human subjects’
information; the support letters and consulting/contracting
agreements; the budget and budget justification, etcetera.
Even if the details will be determined by the research design,
you have to get these other pieces under way, because there
will not be enough time to fine-tune them all sequentially.
steve: I absolutely agree with Marcel. However, the
critical piece is the science. Perhaps someone else can take
your notes and do a budget for you, gather biosketches,
write up a resource and environment section. The science,
however, is your bread and butter. Consider writing your
abstract first (which can be tweaked later) and direct the
narrative to accurately reflect the content of the abstract.
The best background/significance sections that I have ever
read appear like a story where the last section, “significance/
importance of this project,” is the punch line. If the proposal
is a resubmission, there is no section more important than
the amended page(s) which explain your responses to the
reviewers’ comments.
Tip #12: Get feedback on your proposal
before submitting it

marcel: Never submit a proposal that has not been
read by someone else. You have to arrange for people —
colleagues, mentors, former classmates — who are willing to
review your proposal and provide critical feedback on short
notice. You may need several reviewers: one person who can
“see the forest for the trees,” and will be able to tell you where
your “sales pitch” is lacking, or your design is not as watertight as it could be; and at least one person who is blessed
with an overdose of obsessive-compulsiveness and is willing
continued on page 11
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Community Updates
International Committee Report on the Sunnaas
International Rehabilitation Network Seminar
The Sunnaas International Rehabilitation Network Seminar

Sweden, Palestine and Israel. Seminars were held in Oslo

was first held from May 22-24, 2000 at Rusk Institute for

in 2006, Bethlehem/Jerusalem in 2007, Beijing in 2008,

Rehabilitation Medicine. This international rehabilitation

and Petrozavodsk/Russia in 2009.

seminar was started as a result of the cooperation of
representatives from Sunnaas Rehabilitation Hospital

The seminar has served as an international arena to exchange

(SunHF) in Norway (affiliated with the University of Oslo),

knowledge regarding rehabilitation clinics and research,

China Rehabilitation and Research Hospital (CRRC)

with the aim of starting bi- and multi-national research

in Beijing and the Rusk Institute. Rusk was represented

projects. SunHF has been the most active and leading

by Mathew H.M. Lee and Valery F. Lanyi. Initially,

partner in the seminars, represented by Administrative

the rehabilitation network seminar was organized as an

Director, Einar Magnus Strand and Director of Research,

annual, three-country cooperative seminar, held first in

Professor Johan K. Stanghelle, MD PhD at the recent

Beijing, followed by Oslo, and then New York. However,

seminar held at Rusk in 2011.

the seminar expanded to a seven-country cooperative
seminar after 2005, including representatives from Russia,

This year’s program was held at the Rusk Institute for
Rehabilitation Medicine, NYU Langone Medical Center,
on 5 – 6 May 2011. It was hosted by Director of Research,
Tamara Bushnik, PhD, and Administrator, Geoffrey Hall,
and included 19 presentations from all seven countries,
a guided tour of the Rusk Institute for Rehabilitation
Medicine, and exposure to great cultural experiences in
New York City. All of the participating institutions at the
seminar were cooperating partners of SunHF, the largest
rehabilitation hospital in Norway.
The Sunnaas International Rehabilitation Network
Seminar is a unique experience, influenced by the different
social, cultural and political backgrounds of each of the
seven countries. It is viewed as an important international
event; the recent seminar in New York was attended by the
General Consulate of the People’s Republic of China. The
next international seminar will be held in Sweden or Israel
in 2012, where it is hoped that collaborative international
research projects, ideas that have been discussed at prior
meetings, will commence.
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International Committee Update
The ACRM International Committee is looking forward

for information exchange. This year, we are featuring

to seeing you at the 2011 ACRM-ASNR Annual Meeting

Dr. John Stone, Director of the Center for International

in Atlanta! This year’s conference incorporates symposia,

Rehabilitation Research, who will present on “Issues in

papers and poster presentations from researchers and

International Collaboration in Rehabilitation Research.”

clinicians representing over 20 countries. Two symposia

If you have not yet registered for the Brucker International

have an international focus: “Balancing Law, Social Policy

Luncheon, we encourage you to get your ticket quickly, as

and Clinical Practice” (Thursday, 13 October, 3:30 – 5:00

space is extremely limited.

pm) and “World Report on Disabilities 2011” (Friday, 14
October, 10:30 am -12:00 pm).

All ACRM conference participants who are interested
in learning more about the International Committee’s

In addition to the conference programming, we are very

activities are welcome to attend the business meeting.

excited about the many opportunities for interaction

Please see the conference program for date and time. To

and interdisciplinary collaboration that the conference

view the entire program and register for the Luncheon,

offers. The Brucker International Luncheon is a great venue

please go to www.acrm.org.

n

10th Annual Intensive Workshop
ON GRANT WRITING, PREPARATION, AND SUBMISSION IN REHABILITATION RESEARCH
For additional information contact:

This ERRIS workshop, scheduled for 10 – 14 January 2012 at the Boar’s Head Inn in
Charlottesville, VA, is designed to support junior and mid-career faculty to complete a
highly competitive proposal to the NIH for patient-oriented rehabilitation research or
career development by the end of the workshop. Faculty in all medical rehabilitation
disciplines at a U.S. or Canadian academic institution are eligible.

Jodi Darring at jgd7s@virginia.edu, or 2270
Ivy Road, Charlottesville, VA 22903
+1.434.982.3673 // For application materials,
visit http://erris.med.virginia.edu/

Sponsored by the NIH-NCMRR-NICHD, the workshop provides guidance in grant
writing, clinical trial design, biostatistics, informatics, collaboration, grantsmanship,
budgeting, and career development through lectures and individual consultation.

THE APPLICATION DEADLINE
IS 30 SEPTEMBER.

Tips
continued from page 8

to pick out all the typos that Spell-Check will not find. You
may also need specialists in other areas, such as budgets and
budget justifications, IRB and HIPAA matters, biostatistics,
and any other areas that may be a weakness.
steve: Don’t ask your friends to review the proposal; ask
people who will be honest and critical. This is no time for
being nice. Most importantly, if you have it in you, re-read
your proposal as though you were the reviewer, not the author!
Tip #13: Don’t take it personally

The odds of your first proposal getting funded on the
first submission are virtually zero. Don’t take it personally
All:

and don’t get discouraged. In fact, you should submit the
proposal in the first round as your best possible effort, but
with the understanding that your odds of funding are low.
Read the critique carefully and seek input from trusted
colleagues regarding how to address the reviewers’ comments.
And make sure you address the reviewers’ comments in your
resubmission. Even if you don’t agree with the criticism, it is
important that you objectively and constructively respond to
each point made by the reviewers.
As Debbie Backus is fond of saying, “It’s a marathon, not
a sprint.” n
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JOB BOARD

Career Network

Post Jobs Online
Browse Job Listings

The intuitive, interactive Rehab JOB BOARD, connects qualified rehabilitation professionals
with today’s leading employers in the field of rehabilitation medicine.
Whether you’re an employer or a job seeker, Rehab JOB BOARD is your one-stop-shop.
ACRM partners with the National Healthcare Career Network (NHCN) — linking job
boards of leading healthcare associations and providing access to the largest database of
rehabilitation-specific resumes and job postings in the U.S.

Em ploy ers

S

◆◆ Quick online posting process
◆◆ Search qualified candidates by specific criteria
◆◆ Online resume access
◆◆ ACRM member discount
◆◆ 30-Day job posting packages starting as low as $250

Job
S e ek ers

◆◆ FREE to job seekers
◆◆ Create your searchable resume in minutes!
◆◆ Browse and save job postings by your criteria
◆◆ Create search agent email alert of jobs matching your criteria

www careers.acrm.org

