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Tamara Bushnik, PhD, FACRM, took office in October
as elected president of the American Congress of
Rehabilitation Medicine (ACRM) during the 88th ACRM
annual conference, Progress in Rehabilitation Research,
in Atlanta, Georgia. ACRM welcomes Dr. Bushnik, an
associate professor of rehabilitation medicine and director
of research at Rusk Institute of Rehabilitation Medicine
at NYU Langone Medical Center. Her two-year term
commenced with the passing of the ACRM presidential
necklace from former president, Gary Ulicny, PhD.
An expert in physical medicine and rehabilitation (PM&R), Dr. Bushnik received
her PhD in Psychology/Neurosciences at the University of Ottawa and completed her
postdoctoral training at Stanford University. She joined Rusk, the world’s first universityaffiliated facility devoted entirely to rehabilitation medicine, in 2009, bringing her interest
in community integration and independent living from a multidisciplinary perspective.
She is well-published in peer-reviewed rehabilitation publications, and has reviewed
articles for Archives of PM&R, American Journal of PM&R, Journal of Head Trauma
Rehabilitation, and Brain Injury. Dr. Bushnik has been an active member of ACRM for
nearly fifteen years, serving as ACRM Program Chair from 2005-2009 and receiving
the Distinguished Member award in 2008. In 2009, Dr. Bushnik was awarded the
Fellow of ACRM and subsequently appointed vice president. She recently chaired the
3rd Federal Interagency Conference on TBI that took place in Washington, DC this
past June.
“It is an exciting time for research and clinical advances in rehabilitation medicine,”
said Dr. Bushnik. “I look forward to sharing my experience and the vast insight of my
colleagues at Rusk to help ACRM’s leadership and its members promote innovative
research, new technologies, and encourage evidence-based practices in clinical
settings.” n
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Strong Interest and Brisk Sales for the
Cognitive Rehabilitation Manual
The Beta Edition of the Cognitive Rehabilitation Manual:
Translating Evidence-Based Recommendations into Practice
generated strong interest and brisk sales during ACRM’s
largest ever annual conference last month in Atlanta. Led
by managing editor, Lance E. Trexler, PhD, the ACRM Brain
Injury Interdisciplinary Special Interest Group (BI-ISIG) published
this practical manual after nearly three years in development. It is
intended for use in clinical practice by all professionals who provide
cognitive rehabilitation to brain-injured patients.
James F. Malec, PhD, ABPP-Cn, RP, Professor &
Research Director PM&R Indiana University School
of Medicine and Rehabilitation Hospital of Indiana
says the manual is “… a landmark volume — translates
decades of research into clearly described procedures
indispensable for working clinicians …an invaluable guide
to the evidence-based practice of cognitive rehabilitation for
clinicians with or without strong research backgrounds.”
The Cognitive Rehabilitation Manual is based on a recent
review of the literature covering evidence-based cognitive
rehabilitation, completed by a team of researchers led by Keith
Cicerone, PhD, ABPP-Cn. It features practical tools, such as
decision-making trees for determining a course of action during
rehabilitation, and worksheets for tracking patient progress.
According to Dr. Trexler, the main purpose of the manual
is to translate evidence-based treatment recommendations
into practice, by providing easy to use, standardized
steps for cognitive rehabilitation approaches. In this
manner, the writers of the manual aimed to “bridge
the gap” between clinical research and clinical practice.
Accolades surrounding the first printing of the manual are
shared by ACRM chief executive officer, Jon Lindberg,

ACRM Member Discount & FREE Upgrade Offer
The Beta Edition is now available at the low price of $95
and only $70 for ACRM members. PLUS, every beta edition
purchase is eligible for a FREE upgrade to the fully-edited
First Edition* after completing a brief evaluation survey.
*$150 value plus shipping & handling. One First Edition per
Beta Edition purchase. Anticipated for release in spring 2012.
To place an order, please contact Jenny Richard,
ACRM Director Member Services at +1.703.574.5845 or
MemberServices@ACRM.org. Volume pricing is available.

whose vision and leadership guided the launch of the
newest ACRM business line, ACRM Publishing. The
Cognitive Rehabilitation Manual was the first initiative
undertaken by ACRM Publishing and according to Dr.
Trexler, “ACRM was extremely efficient and hard-working
in the process of bringing out a first-class publication.”
A highly anticipated two-day course on the use of the
Cognitive Rehabilitation Manual will be offered next year at
both the ACRM Mid-Year Meeting and the ACRM annual
meeting, Progress in Rehabilitation Research. Dr. Trexler is
hopeful that this training will become a standard in ACRM
programming. n

Upcoming Events

32nd Annual Neurorehabilitation
Conference
12 – 13 November 2011
Cambridge, Massachusetts
www.braintreerehabhospital.com
2012 Brain Injury Summit
9 – 11 January 2012
Beaver Creek, CO
www.braininjurysummit2012.org

International Stroke Conference
31 January – 3 February 2012
New Orleans, LA
www.strokeconference.org

ACRM Mid Year Meeting
Spring 2012
Location TBD
www.acrm.org/mid-year

27th Annual International
Technology & Persons with
Disabilities Conference
27 February – 3 March 2012
San Diego, CA
www.csun.edu/cod/conference/index.php

Progress in Rehabilitation Research
2012 ACRM-ASNR Annual Meeting
9-13 October 2012
Vancouver, BC Canada
www.acrm.org/meetings
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NEW! Interactive ACRM Rehab Job Board
Find Your Dream Job Today!

Ready for a change? Check out the new, interactive and easy
to use ACRM Rehab Job Board at www.careers.acrm.org.
No more digging through irrelevant job listings. Search only
rehabilitation listings identified by your criteria.
ACRM partners with the National Healthcare Career
Network to give you free access to job board listings of
leading healthcare associations across the nation. In just a
few minutes spent at the ACRM Rehab Job Board, you can:
• Post your resume free of charge to a searchable
database.
• Gain free access to rehabilitation job listings
nationwide.
• Customize a search using your criteria, e.g.,
keywords, job title, location.
• Receive email notification of jobs posted that match
your search criteria.
• Save and manage your searches, then apply online.
• Search Featured Employers to find your ideal work
environment.

ACRM Member Discounts for Employers

The new, interactive ACRM Rehab Job Board makes it
easier than ever to find qualified rehabilitation candidates.
All ACRM members enjoy discount pricing too.
Choose to post your job listings exclusively on the ACRM
Rehab Job Board viewed by ACRM site visitors or expand
your reach and post on the national network.
ACRM partners with the National Healthcare Career
Network to give you access to job boards of leading healthcare
associations — the preferred resource for healthcare talent. Job
listings posted nationally will be automatically distributed to
all relevant healthcare association job boards in the network.
Click on the Network Wizard to preview all of the places your
job will appear.
Search the online resume database for qualified candidates
according to your specific criteria and create an online Resume
Agent to send email notification of qualified candidates to
you daily.
Choose the package and discounts that are best for you. The
more you post, the higher percentage discount you receive.
Take advantage of ACRM member discounts too. Thirty day
job listing packages are available for as low as $250.
For high visibility, feature your job listing for as little as $125.
Jobs featured in the search results receive TWICE as many
detailed page views and application submissions.
Distinguish your institution from others by becoming a
Featured Employer. Visit www.careers.acrm.org for details. n

Find your happy place
Jobs in Rehabilitation

browse jobs / post jobs
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Part of the National
Healthcare Career Network

Vancouver, British Columbia, canada

9–13 October 2012

T he She r aton Va nc ou v e r Wa l l C e n t re

2012 ACRM-ASNR Annual Conference
Progress in Rehabilitation Research

e d u c at i o n

Plan now to participate!
research

recognition

Call for Proposals.  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Due dateS
SAVE
THE
DATES

Pre-Conference Proposals .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 16 December, 2011
Symposia Proposals. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 27 January, 2012
Posters & Papers Proposals.  .  .  .  .  .  . 16 March, 2012

networking

Watch www.ACRM.org for details

REACH an international audience
of rehab professionals

Advertise with us. Now taking space reservations for 2012.
Jan issue — Reserve by Dec 7
Mar issue — Reserve by Feb 6
May issue — Reserve by April 9

Rehabilitation

July issue — Reserve by June 4
Sept issue — Reserve by Aug 6
Nov issue — Reserve by Oct 19
O u t l oo k

PLEASE CONTACT Cindy Robinson: crobinson@acrm.org
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2011 ACRM-ASNR Progress in Rehabilitation Research

Record-Breaking Conference!
This year’s annual conference was by far the largest in
ACRM-ASNR history. A record number of attendees
experienced top quality educational symposia, outstanding
plenary speakers, 163 poster presentations, a Chautauqua,
special interest luncheon programs and opportunities
for interdisciplinary exchange with colleagues from 20
countries.

Plenary speakers Donald G. Stein, PhD and David W.
Wright, MD with Program Committee co-chair Virginia
Mills, MS, PT, CCM, LicNHA

Awards Committee Chair, Wayne
Gordon, PhD, ABPP/Cn, FACRM
presents the John Stanley Coulter
Lecturer Award to Keith Cicerone,
PhD, ABPP, FACRM.

To top it all off, the service and amenities provided by
the luxurious, fully-accessible Hyatt Regency hotel in
downtown Atlanta, Georgia were simply superb. We hope
you are reminded of productive and enjoyable experiences as
you review these meeting highlights. Look for a conference
photo collage in the January issue of Rehabilitation
n
Outlook.

ACRM Distinguished Members (Left) Stephen Page,
PhD and (Right) Martin Grabois, MD, FACRM.
ACRM Gold Key Award Winner (Center) Wayne
Gordon, PhD, ABPP/Cn, FACRM

Awards Committee Chair, Wayne
Gordon, PhD, ABPP/Cn, FACRM presents
the Edward Lowman Award to Gale
Whiteneck, PhD, FACRM.

2011 – 2012 ACRM Board of Governors

All images: Robb D. Cohen / w w w.robbsphotos.com
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exhibitors
Allergan

Elsevier

YouRehab Ltd

American Congress of Rehabilitation Medicine (ACRM)

GAITRite-CIR Systems

Santa Clara Valley Medical Center

Learning Services

Braintree Rehabilitation Hospital

American Psychiatric Publishing,
Division of APA

MYOMO, Inc.

CARF

American Society of
Neurorehabilitation (ASNR)

Pate Rehabilitation

Juli Medical

Spaulding Rehabilitation Hospital

Magstim Company

Bioness

Thomas Land Publishers, Inc.

Paradigm Management Services

Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta

Touchstone Neurorecovery
Center

The Ohio State University

Cleveland FES Center

TIRR Memorial Hermann

SPONSORS
Thank You Conference Sponsors

Please extend your gratitude for the generous support of these organizations…

Platinum

Special thanks to the

Shepherd Center
Rehabilitation Institute of Chicago
Gold

Shepherd Center, primary sponsor of
the President’s Reception and Henry B.

Bioness

Betts Awards Gala at the

Elsevier

Georgia Aquarium Friday night.

Rusk Institute of Rehabilitation Medicine

Special thanks to the

Silver
Accord Services

Rehabilitation Institute of
Chicago, sustaining sponsor of the

Alfred Mann Foundation
ATG Rehab

Henry B. Betts Awards Gala.

Burke Rehabilitation Hospital
Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta
Children’s Hospital of Atlanta
HIMformatics
IU School of Medicine/Dept of PMR
JFK-Johnson Rehabilitation Institute
Kessler Institute for Rehabilitation
Mt. Sinai School of Medicine
Santa Clara Valley Medical Center
Spaulding Rehabilitation Network

Robb D. Cohen / w w w.robbsphotos.com

Bronze
American Psychiatric Publishing, Division of APA

Magstim Company

Atlanta Brewing Company

Paradigm Management Services

Beechwood Rehabilitation Services

The Ohio State University

Braintree Rehabilitation Hospital

TIRR Memorial Hermann

CARF

Touchstone Neurorecovery Center

Juli Medical
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Congratulations to the 2011 Fellows of ACRM
Sue Ann Sisto and Angela Colantonio were honored as the
2011 Fellows of ACRM in recognition of their significant
contributions to the field of medical rehabilitation and to
the association. FACRM chair, Mark Sherer, PhD, ABPP,
FACRM presented these awards at the Henry B. Betts
Awards Gala during the annual conference last month in
Atlanta.
Sue Ann Sisto, PT, MA, PhD, FACRM

Sue Ann Sisto is Professor of Physical Therapy, Research
Director in Rehabilitation Sciences, and Director of the
Movement Performance Lab at Stony Brook University.
She received her PT degree from St. Louis University
and Masters and Doctoral Degrees from NYU. Dr. Sisto
received NIDRR and PT Foundation grants to support her
doctoral work. Her current research focus is on recovery of
locomotion in SCI, but her grants and publications span
broad areas of rehabilitation outcomes with neurologic
and orthopedic patients. She has been the recipient of a
NIDRR training grant and is passionate about mentoring
junior investigators. Dr. Sisto has served on multiple grant
review panels and is associate editor for Journal of Spinal
Cord Injury Medicine. She published a textbook on SCI
rehabilitation in 2009. Dr. Sisto has been a member of
ACRM since 1998 and has served on numerous committees
over the years. Her greatest contribution was the creation of
the SCI networking group, which she helped develop into
the SCI SIG in 2009. She has served ACRM as Board of
Governors Member at Large, Secretary, Vice President and
now President-Elect. Dr. Sisto is the first Physical Therapist
to become a Fellow of ACRM.

Angela Colantonio, PhD, OT, FACRM

Angela Colantonio, PhD, OT is Saunderson Family
Chair in Acquired Brain Injury Research at the Toronto
Rehabilitation Institute, Professor in the Department of
Occupational Science and Occupational Therapy at the
University of Toronto, and Fellow of the American College
of Epidemiology. She serves on the board of ACRM.
Dr. Colantonio received her PhD in epidemiology and
public health from Yale University. She has a MHSc in
Community Health and BSc in Occupational Therapy
from the University of Toronto. She leads an internationally
recognized program of research on acquired brain injury
(ABI) that includes examining ABI in the population for
both injury prevention and post-acute care, with a special
focus on vulnerable populations. Other areas of the research
program include long-term outcomes, women’s health
issues and innovative approaches to intervention, such
as the use of research informed theatre as a knowledge
mobilization strategy. She currently leads the ACRM task
force on girls and women with acquired brain injury. She
has over 100 publications and has received funding from
numerous funding agencies in both the United States and
Canada. n

FACRM Committee Chair, Mark Sherer, PhD, ABPP, FACRM presents the
2011 Fellows of ACRM award to Angela Colantonio, PhD, OT, FACRM

FACRM Committee Chair, Mark Sherer, PhD, ABPP, FACRM presents the
2011 Fellows of ACRM award to Sue Ann Sisto, PT, MA, PhD, FACRM
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Plan to Attend!
ISC Pre-Conference Symposium:
Innovative Clinical Practice in Stroke Rehabilitation
January 31, 2012
Ernest N. Morial Convention Center - New Orleans, Louisiana
ISC Pre-Conference Symposium:
Innovative Clinical Practice in Stroke Rehabilitation*
Programming Highlights:
u
u
u
u
u
u
u

Clinical Interventions in Mobility and Falls
Aphasia: Treatment and Response to Rehabilitation
Practical Issues on Driving Post-stroke
Role of Antidepressants in Post-stroke Recovery
Painful Post-stroke Syndromes: Spotlight on the Shoulder
Spasticity: Prevention, Predictors, Therapies and Follow-up
Novel Treatments in Stroke Rehab: Robotics,
Virtual Reality and Electrical Stimulation

Remember to register for the International Stroke Conference 2012!*
February 1 – 3 , 2012
Rehabilitation Programming:

u The Case for Very Early Rehabilitation for Stroke Recovery
u Advances in Stroke Rehabilitation: A Practical Approach for Clinicians
u The Long Term Continuum of Care after Stroke:
Current Status and Future Opportunities
u Basic and Translational Neuroscience of Stroke Recovery Oral Abstracts
u Multidisciplinary Clinical Rehabilitation Oral Abstracts
u Basic and Translational Neuroscience of Stroke Recovery Poster Abstracts
u Multidisciplinary Clinical Rehabilitation Poster Abstracts

Complete Program Available Online

*Each event requires a separate registration fee.

Register Online Today:
strokeconference.org
(Promo Code PA806)

ACRM — Excellence in the science of rehabilitation medicine through interdisciplinary collaboration | 9

Community Updates
News from the BI-ISIG Girls and Women with
TBI Task Force

The Girls and Women with TBI Task Force is gaining
momentum since its formation after the first International
Workshop on Women and TBI in Montreal last year, which
was funded by the Canadian Institutes of Health Research
and with support from ACRM. A blog, http://yojahealth.
blogspot.com, was created and the proceedings from the
workshop were published in the journal, Brain Injury.
Members of the Girls and Women with TBI Task Force
have also collaborated with the Brain Injury Association of
Canada and stakeholders to organize focus groups at their
annual meeting. In March, members will be participating in
a Women Living with TBI pre-congress led by Dr. Elisabeth
Sherwin at the International Brain Injury Association
workshop in Edinburgh.
The task force had a very productive face-to-face meeting
in Atlanta during the ACRM-ASNR annual conference in
October, where the following activities were discussed and/
or set into motion: (a) conducting and sharing literature
reviews on topics relevant to women and TBI in order
to form a white paper (b) developing a research proposal
regarding women and TBI (c) a special issue on girls
and women in a scientific journal such as the Archives of
Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation and (d) a preconference
symposium focused on women and TBI for the ACRM
annual conference in Vancouver next year. The task force
benefits from the contributions of women with experience
dealing with TBI and advocacy groups, researchers and
clinicians. The task force meets via monthly conference calls
on the third Monday of the month at 1:00 pm Eastern Time.
For more information, please contact Angela Colantonio:
angela.colantonio@utoronto.ca.

International Committee News

The 2011 ACRM-ASNR annual conference in Atlanta was
indeed an international affair! Rehabilitation researchers,
clinicians, and providers from 20 nations spanning North
and South America, Europe, and Asia participated in
activities at the conference. Many of the presentations and
posters also reflected the growing international focus of the
conference.
The International Committee organized two conference
symposia. The first was organized by Chris MacDonnell
and Neil Brooks in collaboration with the European Brain
Injury Society and held on October 13. It focused on Law
and Policy in Clinical Practice. The second symposium, held
on October 14, focused on the World Report on Disability
and was organized by Barry Willer and John Stone in
collaboration with the Center for International Research
Information and Exchange (CIRRIE). Both symposia drew
attendees from many countries and stimulated interesting
discussions regarding policy, health care, rehabilitation
practices, and research collaborations. The goal of committee
is to continue to strengthen partnerships with international
organizations that have a mission and interests similar
to ACRM, and to attract more international delegates to
the organization and to committee-sponsored conference
activities.
The culmination of the International Committee’s activities
was the 4th Annual Brucker International Luncheon.
The luncheon was established in 2008 in memoriam of
Dr. Bernie Brucker and has become an ACRM tradition
involving over 40 registrants. This year’s brief luncheon
featured a presentation on barriers and facilitators of
international research collaboration by Dr. John Stone,
Director of the CIRRIE. The committee aims to continue to

The Brucker International Luncheon has become an ACRM tradition, attracting more than 40 participants this year.
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Community Updates
develop this important conference activity in order to serve
as a catalyst for information exchange and collaboration
among participants.
The International Committee is an interdisciplinary group
that represents the various interests of ACRM members. The
committee’s aim is to foster the participation of international
researchers and clinicians in ACRM activities, including the
annual conference. During the business meeting in Atlanta,
the committee began strategizing for the 2012 conference
in Vancouver. ACRM members who are interested in
becoming involved with the committee are encouraged to
contact Fofi Constantinidou at fofic@ucy.ac.cy.
News from the Stroke Networking Group

The Stroke Networking Group had an extremely successful
luncheon meeting at the ACRM-ASNR annual conference
in Atlanta. Nearly 100 participants attended the sold-out
luncheon featuring special guest speaker, Dr. Anna Barrett,
ASNR president and director of Stroke Rehabilitation
Research at the Kessler Foundation Research Center.
Dr. Barrett’s presentation on “New Directions in Stroke
Rehabilitation” was enthusiastically received as the audience
enjoyed a great lunch.
The group’s Steering Committee has been working
diligently to expand the focus of activities, adding more
people to its leadership positions and broadening the scope
of its professional membership. It was particularly exciting
to note that luncheon attendees represented a wide range
of professional disciplines, including both physicians and

therapists. Interest surveys distributed at the meeting were
very productive, identifying over 40 new participants.These
new members will bring exciting new ideas and direction to
the group. Many expressed interest in joining existing task
groups or helping to create two new ones.
All ACRM members interested in the Stroke Networking
Group, whether or not they attended the annual meeting,
are encouraged to get involved in any of the following task
forces by contacting the task force chairs listed.
COGNITION: Elizabeth Skidmore, PhD, OTR/L,
skidmore@pitt.edu
LIVING LIFE AFTER YOUNG STROKE: Tamara
Bushnik, PhD, tamara.bushnik@nyumc.org
MOVEMENT INTERVENTIONS: Arlene Schmid,
PhD, arlene.schmid@va.gov or Jocelyn Harris, PhD,
jharris@mcmaster.ca
VISION: Pamela Roberts, PHD, OTR/L, SCFES,
FAOTA, CPHQ, pamela.roberts@cshs.org
PEDIATRIC: Phil Morse, PhD, FACRM,
philmorse@roadrunner.com
For more information about the Stroke Networking Group,
please visit www.ACRM.org (under the “Community”
menu). Please feel free to send any inquiries, questions or
suggestions for future Stroke Networking Group directions
to: philmorse@roadrunner.com.

Increased Resistance Training Does Not Benefit Cardiac
Rehabilitation Patients ACCORDING TO NEW STUDY IN THE ARCHIVES OF PM&R
PHILADELPHIA, PA Aerobic exercise training (AT) is
widely recommended for patients undergoing rehabilitation
following cardiac events. Resistance training (RT) has
also been shown to be beneficial because it enhances
muscular strength and endurance, functional capacity
and independence, and quality of life, while consequently
reducing disability. In a study published in the October issue
of the Archives of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation,
researchers compared two RT regimens of different intensity
in combination with AT. They determined that higher
volume of RT in combination with AT does not yield any
additional benefits.

To read the entire article, please see “Resistance Training
Dose Response in Combined Endurance-Resistance Training
in Patients With Cardiovascular Disease: A Randomized
Trial” by Robert Berent, MD, Serge P. von Duvillard, PhD,
Stephen F. Crouse, PhD, Helmut Sinzinger, MD, John S.
Green, PhD, and Peter Schmid, MD published in Archives
of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation. Read the complete
article in Volume 92, Issue 10 (October 2011), published by
Elsevier, http://www.archives-pmr.org.
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SOCIAL MEDIA: Connecting Rehabilitation Professionals
ACRM aims to provide forums for interdisciplinary exchange
among rehabilitation professionals at all career stages. With the
launch of four new social media pages on Facebook and LinkedIn,
it’s easier than ever to connect with early career, mid-career and
seasoned professionals. Look for the LinkedIn and Facebook
links coming soon to ACRM.org and join the conversation. Need
some help? Read on.

Join the conversation. It’s quick, easy and absolutely free.

Why should you be connected? Engaging in real time

In Facebook, “Like” us, then watch for updates in your news feed
and start sharing.

communication with like-minded professionals of all ages and
from all places is thrilling and rewarding. If you are already
established in your career, you have much to offer colleagues
just getting started. As this online community grows, it will
become a quick and effective way to learn, share and collaborate
with peers across the globe.

More than 120 million professionals use LinkedIn

to exchange information, ideas and opportunities and a new
member joins approximately every minute. There are so many
people on Facebook, if it were a country it would be the world’s
third largest. Now ACRM and the Archives of Physical Medicine
and Rehabilitation have their own Facebook pages and LinkedIn
groups where you can tap into this dynamic resource.

Soon you will be able to go to ACRM.org and click on the Facebook
and LinkedIn icons near the member login and set up your accounts.

In your LinkedIn account, click “Join
Group.” Monitor group activity and
post your relevant news here.
Now you can also find “ACRM” and “Archives of Physical Medicine
and Rehabilitation” on Wikipedia.org, one of the largest reference
websites in the world, even replacing print encyclopedias. The
site has 400 million unique visitors a month and there are more
than 3.7 million articles in English alone. As ACRM explores new
forums for interdisciplinary exchange, we encourage you to join the
conversation. Open your Facebook and LinkedIn accounts today!

