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ACRM Matrix for Endorsement and Dissemination of Evidence-Based Practice Parameters, Educational Reports, and Position Statements 
 

EPC 
Product Type 

ACRM Evidence Based Practice 
Endorsement Policy 

ACRM Statement on 
Archives publication 

ACRM 
Involvement  

 
Branding/Dissemination 

Practice 
Parameter 

(Systematic 
Review) 

1. Provides clinical practice 
recommendations for 
assessment, diagnosis, clinical 
treatment, patient 
management or prognosis at 
three levels—practice options, 
practice guidelines, and 
practice standards. 

2. The AAN practice guideline 
development process or an 
equivalent systematic process 
was used to develop the 
parameter and the process 
fully meets ACRM standards. 

3. ACRM can endorse all of the 
recommendations. 

The American Congress 
of Rehabilitation Medicine 
has reviewed this 
document and 
recommends it as a 
practice parameter. A 
practice parameter 
provides clinical 
recommendations for 
diagnosis, treatment, or 
prognosis, is based on 
the best available 
evidence, and the 
development process 
fully meets ACRM 
practice guideline 
development standards. 

A. ACRM full 
partner in 
development of 
the document  

A. May be published in Archives of Physical 
Medicine and Rehabilitation as official ACRM 
policy and bear red ACRM imprimatur. If article 
is published in Archives of Physical Medicine 
and Rehabilitation and in journals of 
collaborating organizations, publication should 
occur simultaneously.  

B. An ACRM 
member was a 
contributor to the 
document with 
another 
organization as 
primary 
developer. 

B. May bear red ACRM imprimatur; ACRM may 
disseminate the document to its members with 
the permission of the primary organization. 
ACRM may request permission to publish all, a 
portion of or a summary of the document on the 
ACRM website after publication of the article by 
the primary organization. 

C. ACRM not 
involved in the 
development of 
the document 

C. May bear red ACRM imprimatur; ACRM may 
disseminate the document with the permission 
of the primary organization. ACRM may request 
permission to publish all, a portion or a 
summary of the document on the ACRM 
website after publication of the article by the 
primary organization. 

Evidence 
Review 

(Systematic 
Review) 

1. Provides a synthesis of the 
best available evidence on a 
rehabilitation topic without 
making clinical practice 
recommendations. 

2. The AAN practice guideline 
development process or an 
equivalent systematic process 
was used to develop the 
parameter and fully meets 
ACRM standards. 

The American Congress 
of Rehabilitation Medicine 
has reviewed this 
document and 
recommends it as an 
evidence review. An 
evidence review 
synthesizes the best 
available evidence on a 
rehabilitation topic and 
uses a process that fully 
meets ACRM systematic 
review standards. 

D. ACRM full 
partner in 
development of 
the document  

D. May be published in Archives of Physical 
Medicine and Rehabilitation as official ACRM 
policy and bear red ACRM imprimatur. If article 
is published in Archives of Physical Medicine 
and Rehabilitation and in journals of 
collaborating organizations, publication should 
occur simultaneously.  

E. An ACRM 
member was a 
contributor to the 
document with 
another 
organization as 
primary 
developer. 

E. May bear red ACRM imprimatur; ACRM may 
disseminate the document to its members with 
the permission of the primary organization. 
ACRM may request permission to publish all, a 
portion of or a summary of the document on the 
ACRM website after publication of the article by 
the primary organization. 
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F. ACRM not 
involved in the 
development of 
the document 

F. May bear red ACRM imprimatur; ACRM may 
disseminate the document with the permission 
of the primary organization. ACRM may request 
permission to publish all, a portion or a 
summary of the document on the ACRM 
website after publication of the article by the 
primary organization. 

Educational 
Report 

(Systematic 
Review or 
Evidence-

Based 
Product) 

1. ACRM EPC and BOG 
determine the systematic 
review or evidence based 
product is of high quality and 
provides an educational 
benefit to our membership. 

2. Either does not fully meet 
ACRM systematic review 
standards or ACRM cannot 
endorse all of the 
recommendations. 

The American Congress 
of Rehabilitation Medicine 
has reviewed this 
document and 
recommends it as an 
educational report. An 
educational report 
provides a practice-
related educational 
benefit to our 
membership. 

G. ACRM full 
partner in 
development of 
the document  

G. May be published in Archives of Physical 
Medicine and Rehabilitation and may bear gold 
ACRM imprimatur. ACRM may distribute to its 
membership via the ACRM website as an 
“Educational Report”. 

H. An ACRM 
member was a 
contributor to the 
document with 
another 
organization as 
primary 
developer. 

H. ACRM may distribute to its membership via the 
ACRM website as an “Educational Report”. The 
document may state that the ACRM provided a 
representative to the development of the report. 
ACRM imprimatur may not be used. 

I. ACRM not 
involved in the 
development of 
the document 

I. ACRM may distribute to its membership via the 
ACRM website as an “Educational Report”. 
ACRM imprimatur may not be used. 

Position 
Statement 

(Brief political 
document that 

articulates 
ACRM’s stand 

on an issue 
and/or 

recommends 
an approach 
to resolve a 
controversy) 

1. A white paper or authoritative 
report in which ACRM 
addresses a clinical or health 
policy or similar issue and 
provides direction for further 
study or advocates for a 
general solution, based on a 
combination of evidence and 
consensus opinion. 

2. ACRM EPC and BOG 
determines the position 
statement provides critically 
important guidance to the 
rehabilitation field. 

A position statement of 
the American Congress 
of Rehabilitation Medicine 
addresses a clinical issue 
and endorses a direction 
for further study or 
advocates for a general 
solution, based on 
available evidence and 
consensus opinion. 

ACRM full partner or 
representative 
involved in the 
development of the 
document 

May bear gold ACRM imprimatur; may be published 
in Archives of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation. 
ACRM may distribute to its membership via the 
ACRM website as a “Position Statement”. If position 
statement is published in Archives of Physical 
Medicine and Rehabilitation and in journals of 
collaborating organizations, publication should occur 
simultaneously. 
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No 
endorsement 

Systematic review does not meet 
ACRM methodological standards 
or is determined not to be of 
practice-related or other benefit to 
the membership of the ACRM.  

Not applicable. ACRM full partner or 
provided an official 
representative or not 
involved in the 
development of the 
document 

ACRM imprimatur may not be used. ACRM will not 
disseminate the document to its membership. The 
document may not state that the ACRM endorses 
the document. 

 


